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Olympic Games the Brits pass a Capsized Finnish Boat 

 

A Foggy Broadwater 



EDITOR’S RAMBLES 
 
A Happy New Year and Welcome to the January 2013 edition of Broadreach 
A special welcome to all our new members. 
 
Despite the awful weather of 2012 we have been able to run a full calendar of 
events and surprisingly we had larger fleets out on Wednesday evening than 
on quite a few Sundays. Let us hope that 2013 brings better weather so that 
our Wednesday evening barbeques can also be enjoyed once again on a 
regular basis. 
 
You will see elsewhere that Catherine will be stepping down as Commodore 
and there will be other changes on the committee, the Club cannot function 
without an active management team so if you are able to spare some of your 
valuable time to help please come along to the AGM on the 5th March and 
offer your services. 
 
It has been more of a struggle than usual to get enough photographs and arti-
cles for this particular edition so I am very grateful to everyone who responded 
to the call and gave me something to work with. 
 
N.B. Please remember that all the photographs in Broadreach are copyright 
and may not be reproduced without the consent of the photographer. 
 
Broadreach is also available on the club website and has the added advan-
tage that all photographs are in full colour, many more photographs are avail-
able in the “Gallery” section of the website 
 
Website: www.BroadwaterSC.org.uk 
 
Don Kyle E-mail: - BroadreachEditor@BroadwaterSC.org.uk 

 

AGM 
 

Tuesday 5th March 8 pm in the Clubhouse. 
 

Please come along to support your club or better still 
volunteer to help our hard working committee. 

 
Whatever you decide we really do need to hear your views.. 



COMMODORE’S GYBES 

 
Dear Member, 
I hope that you had a very Happy Christmas and wish 
you a great new sailing year. 
 
Writing Commodore’s Gybes always provides me with an 
opportunity to review the last six months, the happenings 
on and off the water both here at Broadwater and further 
afield.  

The Olympics last summer gave many of us a fantastic opportunity to watch 
any number of sports, and for a lucky few members a spot at Weymouth for 
the sailing.  
 
In October, inspired and coached by those running our Junior Sailing 
Programme, 14 of our juniors went to HOAC where they passed their RYA 
assessments. Well done and a huge thank you to Pam Hart & Andy Chaplin 
and their dedicated team for all the time that they give in planning and 
providing such a fun and varied programme. 
 
In 2012 two local clubs, HOAC and Rickmansworth, joined with Broadwater to 
race for the "Traveller Trophy". The racing took place throughout the year with 
clubs taking it in turns to host the event. Congratulations to our own Graham 
Darvill and crew Myke Bowers on their win. 
 
The wet and at times windy summer weather resulted in the cancellation of 
the "Chichester Cruise" and although re-scheduled, there was insufficient take 
up to make the trip safe and viable. Please check the enclosed 2013 Calendar 
and put the date in your diary; it really is a great chance to sail your own 
dinghy on the "sea" in the company of familiar and friendly faces. 
 
We start 2013 with a busy programme of Open Meetings, welcoming visiting 
racers of Solos, Enterprises, Lasers, Miracles and Albacores to our lake for 
some good competitive sailing. If you have never felt quite certain of the rules 
or how to go about racing, look out for Richard Linsdale's three day "Start 
Racing" course for both novice racers and those who want to brush up their 
technique.  
 
New this year we are planning a First Aid course, so please keep your eyes 
on the website for further information, it is likely to be in the early part of the 
year, and places may well be limited. 
 
As I complete this Gybe (for once with no chance of a capsize) I would like to 



thank you for your support over the last 7 years. It is now time to hand over 
the tiller and mainsheet to another pair of hands. I am not however 
abandoning the ship, as I have (subject to a rush of volunteers) offered to take 
over the Membership Secretary role from John Caskey, who has done a great 
job welcoming many new members whilst in the post. Also in need of our 
thanks are David Cherrill, who is stepping down as Treasurer, and Dave 
Kinnerley who is preparing to take it on. 
 
See you sailing soon. 
Catherine Turner 
Commodore. 

 
Your fellow members will be very happy to have a chat or offer advice on 
sailing and racing issues.  We hope that you have many happy hours sailing 
with us at Broadwater" 
 
John Caskey Membership Secretary 

Membership News November 2012 

 
"Welcome to new members 
 
Martin & Clare Ouston and family 
Christopher & Jill Howard 
Peter & Charlotte Wright 
Piotr & Katerzyna Kozhowski and family 
John & Lucy Greaves 
Neil & Susan Simon and family 

 
THE DINGHY SHOW 

 

Saturday & Sunday  2nd & 3rd March 2013 
 

Alexandra Palace  
 

If you are going to the show on the Saturday why not 
meet other BSC members for a picnic lunch in the 

Atrium between 1 pm and 1.30 pm? 



Sailing and Racing 

BSC Autumn Regatta, Sunday 9th September 2012 
 
Fifteen dinghies took part in the Autumn Regatta with three handicap races, 
the first planned to start at 10:00.  However, to test RO Paul Haywood and As-
sistant RO Candy Hackney, lighter than forecast winds resulted in the first 
race being postponed by 30 minutes. When the first race finished, 1st place 
went to Travis Benton, 2nd Dave & Sandra Wilson and 3rd Chris Parker. 
 
The second race in as forecasted strengthening winds generated some action 
for Dave Banger on FSB duty resulting in a few DNF’s, with 1st place going to 
Dave & Sandra Wilson, 2nd Travis Benton and 3rd Andy Cooney and son. 
 
Lunch was either bring your own or Perfect Pizza’s delivered to the clubhouse 
along with salad and cheese cake, which I hope was enjoyed by all. 
 
The final race, with a change of course, held in a good F4 again had a few 
capsizes but also many whoops of delight as the course had several long 
planing legs.  At the finish 5 boats on adjusted times were within 45 seconds 
of each other with 1st place going to Dave Kinnerley, in the weather conditions 
he really enjoys, 2nd to Andy Cooney & son and 3rd Brian Deacon          
 
Final results are posted on the club website, with 1st place going to Dave and 
Sandra Wilson - Graduate 3010, 2nd to Travis Benton - Phantom 1410 and 3rd 
to Dave Kinnerley - Laser 29.  
 
An enjoyable Club Regatta with thanks to Paul and Candy for RO duties, to 
Dave for FSB, Kevin Morgan for calculating results and Greg Hart for prizes 
and awards speech. 
 
Andy Chaplin:- Autumn Regatta Event Organiser 

Nelson Day Regatta Sunday 11 November 2012 
 
Race Officers Colin Gent and John O’Dowd arrived to find the lake shrouded 
in mist and flat calm. In an apparently confident manner they prepared for an 
early start to race one, the sun appeared and at the last possible minute the 
air moved – a bit.  The racing was on. 
A fleet of 14 set off.  Dave and Sandra Wilson enjoyed the conditions most, 
winning the first race in their red Graduate.  All the racers and supporters were 
efficiently mustered to gather outside the club house to join the millions of oth-
ers across Great Britain who observe 2 minutes silence in honour of those 
who have fallen in defence of our country.  
Race 2 was marked by a substantial wind shift just prior to the start.  Joyce 



Tea and cakes were set out for the returning sailors and prizes were awarded 
by Commodore Turner 
Final results:  
 

1st Greg and Pam Hart (Enterprise) 
2nd Stewart and Janice French (Graduate) 
3rd Dave and Sandra Wilson (Graduate) 

 
Many many thanks to the race officers, safety boat drivers, duty officers and 
galley crew who worked to make this a really enjoyable day. 
 
Stewart French 

 

A busy start to Race 2 

Moon and Martin Hayes took full advantage and pulled out an unassailable 
lead in their Enterprise.  Following this race David Banger was needed to per-
form his only rescue of the day – a red Graduate sailing uncrewed away from 
the jetty.  (Not naming names) 
 
A fabulous lunch was prepared and served by Anne Darvill and Gill Kyle and 
all too soon the fleet was back on the start line with a new course.  At this 
stage there were 4 or 5 possible regatta winners.  The winds were still light 
and the sun stayed out.  After much close racing and changing of places Greg 
and Pam Hart came out best, winning the race and the regatta. 



 Race committee suggests a speaker to go through the rules 
of sailing. 
  
In order to improve our understanding of the Rules of Sailing your Race 
Committee has suggested we invite a knowledgeable speaker to have a 
session with us. This hopefully might clear up any misunderstandings anyone 
might have of the racing rules and also provide basic information to those new 
to club racing. This event is dependent on us finding an appropriate speaker 
and could take place early next year. 
  
Following the Olympics, one topical issue in the Sailing Rules is the illegal 
propulsion of racing boats covered by Rule 42 where some clarification is 
probably needed.  Rule 42 can be difficult to interpret, but as we do not often 
have to deal with waves on inland waters, matters can be simplified. 
  
Illegal actions or kinetics can comprise pumping, rocking, ooching, sculling or 

Duty Officer—Dutyman and Training 
 
Hi, 
My name is Mark Turner and I am the Duty Officer Rota Secretary for the club. 
I look after the Duty Officer and Fast Safety Boat rotas and help Greg with the 
Race Officer rota. 
 
Most members will have to do a duty during the year (unless you are medi-
cally unable or have other duties to perform). These duties are important to 
our club as the presence of a Duty Officer provides our members with addi-
tional support, security and safety when sailing at the weekend. 
We load the rota into Dutyman, which is a system that, if your email contact 
address is correct, will let you know what your duty is and remind you 1 
month, 1 week and 1 day before your duty. 
For new members and those that need a refresher course, we hold Duty Offi-
cer training courses. In 2013 these will be held on:- 
 

Sat 13 April 0930 & 1330 
Sun 7 July 1330 
Sat 5 Oct 0930 & 1330 
 

If you cannot perform your duty, you can swap with another member and you 
can do this by using the Dutyman system. You can access the system from 
the Club website. Please follow the ‘Duty Rotas’ link on the front page.  If your 
contact details change during the year, please use the system to update these 
as well. 
If, after all this, you can’t get a swap, then please contact me by clicking on my 
picture on the Main Committee page of the club website. 



even too many gybes or roll tacks. 
Ooching which involves throwing the body forward and then stopping quickly 
to propel the boat and sculling which means moving the rudder in such a way 
that the boat is propelled perhaps on our lake is not an issue. In fact dealing 
with a violent wind shift which can often occur will involve quite a big rudder 
movement to recover the situation.  
  
Rocking the boat is illegal when repeated. Trimming (as opposed to pumping) 
of sails as a result of steering, and body movements as a result of steering/
trimming are acts of seamanship. Rocking the boat without a change of 
course or trim would be illegal. 
  
Pumping the sail in and out without steering the boat in a new direction would 
also be illegal (if waves are around one pump per wave is legal when planing 
where conditions exist). 
  
Rule 42 is complex, but the basic rule is that except where permitted by Rule 
42.3 or Rule 45 a boat shall compete only by using the wind and water to 
increase, maintain or decrease her speed. Her crew may adjust the trim of 
sails or hull and perform acts of seamanship but shall not use their bodies to 
propel the boat. 
The internet was useful in preparing this outline, but a lot more detail is 
available. 
 
Greg Hart 

 

CLUB CLOTHING 
 
The club has an arrangement with Ravenspring Ltd whereby club members 
can now individually select and order a wide range of sailing, sports, and lei-
sure clothing with the Broadwater sailing club logo. The range also includes 
dry suits, caps, bags, etc. You can also add individual names / boat names 
together with the club logo for an extra charge. Waterproof garments are re-
sealed to retain their performance. 
 
             http://www.ravenspring.co.uk/pages/embroidery_club.htm 
             or phone Ravenspring on 01803 867092 
 
Ravenspring is a family business run by Anne and Roger in Totnes, Devon. If 
you have any questions or special requirements ring and ask them! There are 
opportunities to save some postage costs by combining orders, and a dis-
count may be available for large orders (e.g. 20+) of similar items. 
 
The club receives 5% of the order value into the club funds. 



JUNIOR SAILING 2012 
 
We have had seven Saturday sailing sessions so far this season and we are 
still waiting for the perfect summer’s day.  Nevertheless, the windy, often dull, 
even rainy weather hasn’t stopped our intrepid junior sailors from turning out 
in good numbers.  We have had an average of twenty two sailors each week 
ranging in age from five to seventeen.  This Saturday was typical of the spirit 
shown by our juniors.  Under cloudy skies, the wind was a steady force 5 gust-
ing up to force 7, but still our light-weight helms would have been prepared to 
go out had we let them.  Once they had seen a couple of very experienced 
adults and young people go out and capsize, they were happy to do an on-
shore theory session and get wet on a fast safety boat ride!  Our teenage 
group, preparing to complete their Level 4 certificates, went out in the Opti-
mists and coped with the exceptional winds very well. 

Certificate training has now started.  I have a number of experienced adult and 
older junior sailors to call on, which has made things very easy for me. Andy 
Chaplin represents the Juniors on the Main Committee and his support has 
been invaluable.  Neil Parsloe provided an excellent theory training session for 
helpers and older juniors before the season started.  Richard Linsdale has 
been coaching the group who will be finishing their Level 4 RYA Certificates 
and they have benefited greatly from his experience.  Andy Chaplin, Roland 

 
Junior Fun July  Week 27 July 2012 



Wensel and Tom Hewitson have taken on the Level 3 group whilst Andy 
Crawford and Franziska Wensel have done some superb work with the Level 
1 and 2 groups.  I can also call on Mark Kingston, Dave Banger and Stewart 
and Janice French. Other parents have organised the galley and helped on 
shore and with the rescue boats.  All this assistance has allowed me to get on 
with the overall organisation and training for new and less experienced juniors. 
I have been particularly pleased with the progress some of our older juniors 
have made.  James Kingston and Jason Kilbey, who have already gained their 
RYA Level 4 certificates, have been helping to train our younger juniors.  They 
and several other juniors have been taking part in the Wednesday and Sun-
day racing sessions.  Jo Crawford did well in the Ladies Race – Joyce and I 
will have to watch out!  Jonathan Gilmore, crewed by his brother Matthew, 
won the Junior Sailing Trophy on another very windy day.  The full results can 
be seen on the club website.    
 
The Fun Days this year will have an Olympic theme. Let me know if you want 
to take part as there are only a few places left. 
 
Pam Hart 

 



FIREWORK NIGHT 3rd November 2012 
 

A fine morning saw a couple of Paul’s, Mark, Nick, Guy and his 2 sons plus a 
friend turn up to construct the bonfire. Because of a ruling by “them as know”, 
pallets are now difficult to obtain, but we had enough, and, when combined 
with the results of Harold’s lumber jacking skills, gave us sufficient bulk for a 
decent bonfire, 2 unwanted dinghies were added and the bonfire was built in 
record time. Preparations were made for the fireworks and it only remained to 
wait for 18.30 hours. 

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 

 

The BBQ was lit early in readiness for the hungry hordes, with Anne, Sandy 
and Gill in the Galley and Paul Abbott and Don i/c liquid refreshments the eve-
ning was set to go. 
 

The weather was kind being dry with a little wind and the bonfire was lit by the 
Guy Fawkes look-a –like winner at 19.00 hours. It wasn’t long before the spec-
tators were retreating from the increasing heat. 
 

At 1930 a single rocket launched by Graham and Myke signalled time for Greg 
and Alan to join in for the start of the pyrotechnics and the sky was filled with a 
good display of colour shapes and noise. 



Meanwhile Chris and his co-opted family were busy cooking and although the 
numbers of spectators were less than previous years a good evening was had 
with no mishaps. 
 

Many thanks to all the helpers mentioned and many others. 
 

Alan Darvill 
 
Wednesday Evening BBQs in aid of Michael Sobell Hospice 
 

The weather has not been friendly for evening BBQ’s, we had none of those 
lovely warm summer evenings to encourage members to gather together after 
sailing for a bite and a drink, but we did manage a few, many thanks for your 
support and help. 
 

We managed to raise £135 which considering the conditions was good. 
 

Anne Darvill 

Broadwater Sailors out and about 

Dinghy Sailing in Vasiliki 
 
We booked the last week of September dinghy sailing in Vasiliki Greece with 
Ocean Elements.  So we were at Gatwick Airport for an Air Lingus charter 
flight at 06:00 on Sunday morning.  Apart from the uncivilised time we had an 
easy and pleasant flight and on by coach to Vasiliki for lunch, an abbreviated 
briefing and the first sail of the week.  A storm the previous couple of days 
cleared leaving us bright sunshine but rather less wind than the force 4 to 5 
predicted for late each afternoon.  However there was plenty of wind to make 
the Topper 16 cat fly across the sheltered bay.  After a very pleasant sail we 
returned the catamaran to one of the beach staff who was standing waist deep 
in the water and seemed to be really happy that we had headed up and 
stopped rather than really testing her boat-catching skills.  The boat was 
turned around with a new crew so we headed to the beach bar to “catch our 
breath”. 
 
Hotel Surf is situated directly behind a beach of small round pebbles.  The ma-
jority of rooms have a balcony angled at 45 degrees to catch the afternoon 
sun and provide a view of the bay.  The view from the third floor was stunning 
but the stairs tested my legs as the week went by.  That is a problem with hav-
ing unlimited sailing time!  The rooms were basic with showers not baths but 
entirely adequate. 
 
That evening we had the full briefing where the options for windsurfing, paddle 
boarding, cycle riding (nice mountain bikes and some serious hills), kayaking 



and sailing were described.  Many chose to mix windsurf, sailing and cycling, 
we decided to sign up for our “level 3 and above” RYA course, 3 hours of sail-
ing a day in the afternoons when the wind ranged from just enough to plane 
when  broad reaching to manic – fabulous.  Our coach was ranked in the top 
10 in South Africa racing Lasers.  6 out of the 7 group were quite experienced 
sailors, the guy who had passed this level 2 in UK was not ready for these 
conditions and transferred to morning tuition in the lower winds.  We were 
asked what our aspirations were for the week, the collective list included –
sailing with spinnaker, flying hull of catamaran, trapezing, high speed gybes 
and tacks, collectively the group achieved all goals!  
 
A modest pool and garden provided sunbed space and shade for those who 
wanted it.  The beach was small pebbles, not too bad to walk on.  Then as you 
enter the sea – bliss.  A sandy seabed extends for a considerable distance 
before the bottom disappears, great for the budding wind surfers.  The sea 
was warm and we never felt chilled by the water or the spray.  Vasiliki is in a 
deep U shaped bay so there were hardly any waves. 
 
Our typical day was hot and cold buffet breakfast, walk 15 to 20 minutes into 
Vasiliki either along the beach or the road, coffee (cake?) overlooking the har-
bour, buy some cold lunch, back to hotel, surf as the wind picked up, go for a 
sail, back to the room balcony for lunch, go for our sailing lesson (we sailed 
together for this).  Then, if our energy levels allowed, a blast in laser, kuba or 
pico before retiring to the bar to boast about the days exploits.  Dinner was 

 

This was the view from our balcony 



either a pizza, burger, spicy BBQ run by the staff at the hotel on an adhoc ba-
sis or off to one of many tavernas in Vasiliki.  
 
In addition to the large number of single handers the fleet included Topper 16 
cats, RS 100, 200, 500, Vago, Zenon, and Bahia.  My favourite was the 
RS200, I did find it quite twitchy at first and high speed gybing with the as-
symetric was a rather risky affair – sorry Janice, at least the water was warm 
and your bruises have gone now. 
 
Although the water got busy with windsurfers in the afternoon there always 
seemed to be a good dinghy sailing zone a bit upwind closer to the cliffs.  
Swimming in the sea had to be done in the morning or evening there just was-
n’t a boat free area. 
Plus points – fantastic sailing, super boats, lovely warm water and weather, 
proper fridges in each room for drinks or lunches, all the rigging etc done for 
you, friendly staff, well organised.  Negatives – beach staff not reliable at rig-
ging performance boats (check carefully before you set off), hard beds, un-
comfortable buoyancy aids, limited number of wet suits (early in season water 
is cooler), no sticky plaster for my cut finger – I was given electrical tape to 
bind it up! 
 
I have just asked - yes I am allowed to say we will be going again. 
 
Stewart French 

Broadwater Solent Rally 2012 
 
Six yachts made up this year’s Solent rally.  With Kevin and Mary organising 
the event we had twenty-eight members, ex-members and friends of members 
crewing the yachts.  Yarmouth on the Isle of Wight was the venue for the Fri-
day evening.  The crew of Forrador met in Haslar marina on the Thursday 
evening and endured a very average quality and over priced meal in the Royal 
Spice in Gosport.  Not a good start.  Followed by the automatic bilge pump 
running every five minutes throughout the night!  Investigation on Friday morn-
ing revealed that we were leaking water, luckily it was fresh hot water, into the 
bilge.  The leak could not be found so we decided to carry on with our plans 
and make sure we topped up with fresh water whenever possible.  Slightly 
strange sight to see steam coming up through the floor boards! 
 
The weather was good with a NE wind to give us off wind sailing from Gosport 
to Yarmouth for our Friday evening meal at the Kings Head.  With a quick pas-
sage, despite the hanging garden on Forraders hull, we elected to go into 
Lymington for a quick lunch before entering Yarmouth.  In Yarmouth we met 
with the other five crews and had a very good evening catching up on the sea-
son’s sailing and other news between the crews. 



Saturday came with a sunny bright day, but a lot of wind.  The Solent was a 
sight with white wave tops everywhere.  We had much debate amongst the 
skippers and crews about the intended trip to Cowes and the Medina river.  An 
afternoon departure had always been intended so the decision was postponed 
until 1600hrs at the latest.  The morning was spent walking and talking, and a 
bus trip to Newport to go shopping for Mary and Debby! 

 

About 1500hrs some crews had decided that they would stay in Yarmouth, 
others were caught between staying together or making it to the Folly Inn for 
the traditional dancing on the tables that evening.  Bob and crew on Blue Note 
decided that they were not spending another night bouncing around on the 
swell in Yarmouth and set off to return to Lymington, their home port.  Bob 
then called back from the Solent to say it was not as bad as it looked, he was 
reaching north-east at seven knots just under a jib.  This bought a flurry of ac-
tivity with all crews preparing to depart.  We were being blown onto the jetty 
but with some deft work by the crew we sprung off and headed for the harbour 
exit, just in time to meet the ferry coming in! an interesting five minutes were 
spent holding head to wind awaiting a clear exit.  Once in the Solent we had a 
great sail fairly close to the wind but with the tide behind us we managed to 
make Cowes without tacking.  It was dark as we moored in line on the Folly 
Inn pontoons.  
 
It was good to make the Folly as their Halloween evening is always good en-



 

Neptune's Staircase Fort William (See Lock Ness Monster Cruise) 

 

John O’Dowd Nelson Regatta 



 

Nelson Regatta 

 

Nelson Regatta 



 

Greg & Pam Nelson Regatta 

 
 

Jane Cadd Nelson Regatta 



 

Joyce & Martin enjoy rare sunshine during the Nelson Regatta 

 

Whilst photographing the Nelson Regatta I noticed anew spectator 



tertainment.  The crew of Forrador were well prepared with fancy dress for the 
occasion. Pictures attached. 
Just to complete the weekend we spent Sunday lunchtime in the Union Inn at 
Cowes followed by a pleasant run to Gosport.  Another successful rally thanks 
to the organisation of Kevin and Mary.  Next year’s dates are already being 
discussed. 
 
Brian Deacon 

LOCH NESS MONSTER CRUISE 
 
Saturday 16 June 2012 Crew of four mustered late morning at Seaport 
Marina, Caledonian Canal, Inverness and after lunch did a handover of 
‘Merlin's Magic’, a 28ft Westerly twin-bilge-keel yacht. Taxi to the 
Clachnaharry Hotel for dinner. 
 
Sunday Joined the queue of yachts waiting to enter the next level of the 
Caledonian Canal through the swing bridge and up the Muirtown flight of 
locks. On to Dochgarrock lock and into Loch Dochfour where we moored 
to a buoy for lunch.  Started to rain, little wind so motored down Loch 
Ness to Urquhart Castle and moored alongside in the small Loch Ness 
Harbour.  Got a lift into Dumnadrochit and dined at ‘The Fiddlers’ pub.  
Cold, raining hard and overnight, too. 
 
Monday Continued south down Loch Ness, sails up but little wind al-
though sunny.  Some sailing but then motored to Fort Augustus, southern 
end of Loch Ness, moored on pontoon to await opening of swing bridge 
and entry to flight of locks.  Had to wait till 3pm but no hurry.  Then mo-
tored along canal and through Kytra and Cullochy locks, both set in beau-
tiful countryside, into Loch Oich which is shallow and narrow with channel 
markers, but provided a small bay on the west side to drop anchor for the 
night.  Ian excelled himself as chef by roasting a chicken! 
 
Tuesday Weigh anchor, with a ton of mud and weed on the flukes, then 
onto Laggan locks and into Loch Lochy, the second largest loch in the 
Great Glen.  Good wind, sailing and tacking down loch but wind died so 
motored to Banavie, at top of Neptune's Staircase, the flight that takes 
the canal down to sea level at Corpach near Fort William.  Moored over-
night on pontoon, dined on board. 
 
Wednesday Start of return journey, motored through Gairlochy locks and 
into Loch Lochy.  Some wind and tried sailing, struggled to tack up the 
lock, less that 2kts boat speed, so engine on, motored to top of loch 
through Laggan locks and along Laggan Avenue where the canal is bor-
dered by trees.  Then motored on through the swing bridge into Loch 



Oich and moored overnight on pontoon.  Took taxi to Invergarry Hotel. 
 
Thursday NE wind dry and bright, allowed tacking up Loch Oich till we 
reached narrows, then motored up through swing bridge and on to 
Cullochy and Kytra locks and on to the waiting pontoon at Fort Augustus 
locks.  Went down the flight at 2.15 and after a brief walk around the vil-
lage, decided we should aim to overnight at Loch Ness Harbour, Dumna-
drochit, rather than set out on our last day with the full length of Loch Ness 
to achieve.  Strong Nor'Easter, gusting 20+ kts and rain chucking down, 
swell building, poor vis, so bloody awful three hours motoring into head-
wind!  But made the harbour, tied up, shed wet gear and enjoyed supper 
on board. 

Friday Left harbour, Nor'Easter still blowing, genoa up 5.5 kts tacking up 
Loch Ness in 20+ kts of wind.  Wind abated so genny and full main main-
tained boat speed.  Very low cloud and mist, cold too.  Last bit of sailing, 
sails down and motored into Loch Dochfour and onto Muirhead Town 
locks that took us down to Seaport Marina via the swing bridge. We were 
refuelled and tied up in the Marina about 4.30.  Dined at the Clachna-
harry Hotel, big football crowd in the bar, we were the only diners! 
 
Saturday 23 June Departed Marina by taxi to Inverness Airport 9.30 for 
flight to Luton.  Jerry left later for the station after brief handover to the 
charterer. 
 
Jerry Stephens, David Draper, Ian Woods and Colin Gent 



THE CALEDONIAN CANAL, A VERY SHORT HISTORY 
 
The Canal was conceived as a short cut to avoid the long and hazardous sail-
ing route around Cape Wrath.  The first ship sailed through from Inverness to 
Fort William on 23-24 October 1822. 
 
The Canal is about 60 miles long, but the dug length is only about 22 miles. 
Loch Ness 23 miles, Loch Oich 4 miles and Loch Lochy 11 miles, form the 
Great Glen.  The summit is at Laggan, about 106ft above sea level and is be-
tween Lochs Oich and Lochy. 
 
The Engineer who made the survey and laid out the Canal was Telford, and 
the construction was supported by Jessop and the stone masons who super-
vised the construction of the locks.  The Canal was estimated to be built in 
seven years, starting in 1803, but took nearly 20.  It was designed to allow 
vessels up to the size of Royal Navy 32 gun frigates to pass through and the 
locks therefore are 180ft long by 40 ft wide.  There are 29 locks and between 
locks a depth of at least 13ft 6in was maintained. 
 
The Canal was never commercially successful as its completion coincided 
with the development of steam propulsion for fishing and other vessels.  Major 
works and reconstruction have taken place, mainly 1843-7; lock mechanisa-
tion 1959-68; works at Fort Augustus 1995-7 and rebuilding Neptune's Stair-
case at Fort William, 1996-01. 
 
The Canal is in excellent condition, the scenery fantastic, the weather, well, 
take your chances!  All locks and road and rail swing bridges are all manned 
and are all power operated.  So making a passage is an easy ride for your 
crew!  As there are no height restrictions, yachts and other tall masted vessels 
can make passage easily.  The Canal is very popular with holiday yachts sail-
ing across the North Sea and then wanting to explore the West Coast of Scot-
land.  We found chartering a yacht difficult, most charters are for motor cruis-
ers. 
 
Colin Gent       E 22543 

Beginners Guide to Dinghy Racing - Part 1 
 
(plagiarised from an article by Ian Foxwell, who stole it from R Class 
Association of New Zealand) 
 
The most important thing to remember is to allow no more than 10 minutes 
between arriving at the club and the starting signal.  This keeps things 
interesting, and adds to the excitement of sailing.  If you need any spares or 
tools these may be freely borrowed from club members.  



If you have the time, take care to critique any course which has been set. 
Choose from the following comments: “The beat is biased”, “There is no 
reach”, “The start line is in the wrong place/too short/too long”, ”There is no 
spinnaker leg (Rockets / Wayfarer / Feva / Miracle only)”, “There is no wind at 
any of the marks”, “There is too much/not enough wind”, “The shallows are too 
close”, “We want three beats and a run (Graduates/Enterprises only)”, ”Please 
finish early as we want to go to the pub (all)”. 
 
Take great care not to sign on, as this is a good excuse for an argument later. 
 
Preparation 
 
The advantage of just arriving in time will be apparent when you wish to 
borrow a screwdriver to tighten the pintles.  Your fellow competitors will be 
heading down the lake and thus their tools will be unguarded and in a toolbox 
left under the boat cover.  Boat tape will also be available to cover the curly 
wurlies at the foot of the shrouds.  If in a two man boat hoist the jib first and 
take a good crack just under the left eyebrow from the flailing jib clew.  If a 
single hander, stumble under the boom and take a hit under the right eyebrow. 
Any issues like tying up the flying jib stick can be easily sorted out by the Crew 
when on the water. 
 
Jump into your wetsuit which should either be: 
 
A           Unwashed, wet and clammy from last week’s sail, smelling as if the 
             cats been in it. 
B           Neatly washed and dried and on a wire hanger, so that you 
             spend several minutes hopping about on one leg trying to get the 
             other leg in, and then finding the missing wire hanger. 
C          Always ask someone else to do up the zip of your wetsuit or if rich, 
             dry suit.  This will further delay their preparation. Never wear your 
             buoyancy aid, as this will ensure the rescue boat comes to you first. 
 
Launching 
 
The crew should launch the boat and hold it in such a way that the Helm can 
step in cleanly, without getting any water in their boots.  The Crew should then 
proceed into the deeper water so that the Helm can slot on the rudder and 
lower the plate.  This process will require plenty of instructions to be given to 
the Crew about how to hold the boat head to wind.  Having achieved this you 
can then haul in the main sheet and depart.  The Crew should preferably 
come as well.  He or she should leap neatly out of the shoulder deep water 
over the high side of the already heeling boat and pull on the Jib sheet whilst 
making encouraging comments to the Helm.  Make for the start line, ensuring 
you create havoc for those being foolish in getting there early. 



Boat Language 
 
It is worthwhile adding a point about language and its use on a Dinghy.  All 
violent activity - tacking, gybing, starting, putting up the Jib stick - should be 
punctuated by a comment by Skipper and Crew.  Something like: “Sausages, 
Cripes, Sugar, Holy Mackerel” etc.  (Please enter your own contribution).  This 
must really help as everyone seems to do it. 
 
In part two, there is more instruction on how to start, the first beat, tacking, 
reaching and most importantly your attitude after the race e.g. always blame 
the Crew for anything that did not go right. 
 
David Wilson  

2012 Olympic World Tour 
 
The story so far. 
 
Sandra’s favourite colour is red so when Steve Cockerill turned up in a 
Rooster Grad at Chipstead with a red hulled boat she was suitably impressed. 
A quick blast around the lake in the Janice and Stewart French Rooster Grad 
at Broadwater confirmed we liked the new layout which is roomier and less 
squashed with the gnav setup.  The purchase was eventually concluded with 
Steve and after a sail at our own club to get used to the new boat we set off 
on the.Olympic year camping/sailing adventure. 
 
As usual we kicked off at the Norfolk Broads Yacht Club on Wroxham Broad 
selecting two races a day - one early morning and one early afternoon giving 
us time to visit local hotspots before returning to our luxury tent.  Not quite so 
busy this year with people at Weymouth or Stratford doing or spectating the 
Olympics.  Still plenty of dinghies to sail against.  We did really well in the light 
airs and fairly well when it was windier and won enough prize money to pay 
for the entry fees but little left over for coffee/cakes.  Unfortunately our usual 
campsite has now closed as Mr Jones is now too old to cut the grass.  So 
after a brief stay at a noisy site in Norwich we found a pub near Wroxham 
which offered free camping, provided you ate at the pub.  This was very good 
and our only neighbours were 10 small chickens.  A great week and good to 
meet old friends.  Then on to Aldeburgh in Suffolk camping at Saxmundham. 
 
We have been here before to sail the Aldeburgh Regatta but it was not on this 
week, so we left the boat at Aldeburgh Yacht Club intending to cruise - but did 
not as it always seemed to be very windy.  Up sticks again to Brightlingsea 
Sailing Club in Essex for Pyefleet week.  Camping opposite the club is rather 
convenient and we could walk to the shops and pubs and yacht club in the 
village.  A splendid turnout of more than 100 boats despite the attractions of 



Weymouth.  Olympic sailing was shown on a giant television in the club.  We 
sailed in the Slow Handicap Fleet daily alternate mornings and afternoons. 
Other fleets included 32 Lasers (wow), 4 Mirrors (also wow, there used to be 
loads here), Rockets, Cats, Brightlingsea one designs, Fast Handicap etc. 
 
It was long sail to the committee boat in the Colne Estuary then hang around 
for a usually delayed start.  First day there was little wind so they postponed 
then started and stopped and restarted.  We managed our only bullet of the 
week including beating the 420 on the water in light winds.  During the week 
the wind speeds increased up to Force 4/5.  There was a lot of waiting on the 
water for the wind direction to settle which does not always amuse us - we are 
more used to just get going regardless of run, reach or beat and in 
consequence most days we were 3 hours on the water with some races being 
2 hours long.  Part of the problem was a Merlin Rocket which had been 
allowed to sail in our fleet (slow handicap!) despite there being a Rocket fleet 
which meant that a 60-80 minute race for us and the other boats was short for 
the Rocket.  However we managed overall third in the fleet.  Unfortunately I 
got the trophy for being the oldest sailor participating.  Sandra was oldest 
crew, but fortunately no trophy!  The weather was very wet one day: I have 
been in the monsoon in India and it was just like that.  It took Sandra ages to 
bail it out. 
 
Then off to our final Regatta at Maylandsea Bay Sailing Club to the east of 
Maldon, Essex, on the Blackwater. 
 
A very friendly, family orientated sailing club offering camping in the boat park. 
Sailing is two hours each side of high tide - after that it is strictly mud.  The 
start line is always the club line and some starts were reaches, some runs……
Ten races scheduled for the week and generally Force 4/5.  One day we went 
right out into the main channel of the Blackwater and it was gusting Force 
5/6 - we capsized twice along with many others.  Two boats were abandoned 
to be recovered later.  There were 16 boats in our fleet with Kestrels, Larks, a 
Finn, Visions and lots of Lasers.  Well organised with a short course for 
inexperienced sailors, a Pico fleet for Juniors and the tinies were taken out 
sailing in boats like the Wayfarer.  Playing in the mud is very popular for the 
children who return to be hosed down which seems to take 20-30 minutes per 
child.  Non-sailing events included golf, mud racing and a Royal Tournament 
with the club Picos having to be carried, dismantled, under a tarpaulin, over a 
bridge, across a ravine, then reassembled.  All sailors were put into 3 teams 
for the Tournament as well as for the ‘Shiver-me-timbers’ competition.  This 
involved building pirate ships from the hulls from a Skipper, Enterprise and 
Kestrel.  Masts and cross-trees were purloined and lashed into position and all 
boats had to have lots of flags and decoration.  Targets were hung from the 
cross-trees and the boats were packed with 6-10 people with paddles and 
taken up river to the distant saltings.  Gold coins had to be found (really 



plastic) and the boats paddled back around a course to return to the club. 
Unfortunately the current was quite strong and one pirate ship ended up in the 
local marina.  Water bombs were thrown and water pistols squirted and most 
crews ended up in the river. 
 
Evening events were a barbeque, quiz, disco, ceilidh band, cheese and wine 
party and pub games evening.  A great week culminating in a giant cleanup on 
Saturday which saw Sandra and me cleaning out the Galley and swabbing the 
changing room floors. 
 
We got a second overall following a well sailed Kestrel and our prizes were 
photos of us sailing. 
 
Highlights 

Warm welcome at the well organised and good humoured Maylandsea 
Bay Club. 
Great camping at Maylandsea Bay. 
Winning a race at Brightlingsea - first time ever. 

Lowlights 
Long walks with the trolley at Brightlingsea at low tide. 
Coming in at Brightlingsea over the old oyster beds - very sharp shells. 
Noisy camping in Norwich. 
 

Ruby Tuesday 

 

First Aid: 
 
The remoteness of the club for access by the emergency services has always 
been a potential issue and mindful of this and the fact that in instances of car-
diac arrest speed of care is critical - research shows that that for every minute 
that the first shock is delayed the chances of the patient’s survival diminishes 
by 10% (remember the recent incident at a Tottenham Hotspur v Bolton foot-
ball match?) - the committee has recently purchased an Automatic External 
Defibrillation (AED) unit. 
  
The unit purchased is a Cardiac Science G5 with both defibrillation and CPR 
pads.  The CPR pads are used to allow the unit to monitor and prompt for 
speed and depth of chest compressions when administering CPR.  It is fully 
automatic and provides step by step instructions designed to be followed by 
anybody. 
 
The unit is bright orange and will be positioned next to the first aid kit inside 
the clubhouse.  It is intended to move both items to the wall under the light 
switches in the main room. 



We will run a series of basic familiarisation courses for any members who 
wish to learn how to use the unit and hopefully allay any fears.  This will not be 
a full CPR or first aid course, the possibility of running a series of these is be-
ing looked into. 
 
Some questions answered (taken from the St Johns Ambulance web site): 
www.sja.org.uk  
 
What is an AED? 
 
An AED is a sophisticated, reliable, safe, computerised device that delivers 
electric shocks to a casualty in cardiac arrest when the ECG rhythm is one 
that is likely to respond to a shock.  Simplicity of operation is a key feature: 
controls are kept to a minimum and voice and visual prompts guide the rescu-
ers. 
 
Modern AED are suitable for use by both emergency first aiders as well as 
health care professionals. 
 
All AED units analyse the casualty’s ECG rhythm and determine the need for 
a shock. 
 
The fully automated AED once initiated will administer a shock if required with- 
out further intervention by the rescuers.  
 
Do I have to be trained to use an AED? 
 
The 2010 resuscitation Council (UK) guidelines still advise training for AED 
operators but state that in an emergency you do not have to be trained to use 
an AED; in short it is better to use it than not, even if a trained operator is not 
available. 
 

Can an AED be used when it is wet or raining? 
 
Yes but care should be taken to ensure there is not direct contact between the 
rescuer and the casualty when a shock is delivered.  It is important that in this 
type of scenario you dry the casualty’s chest so the adhesive AED pads will 
stick and give good contact when a shock is delivered. 
 

Could I kill someone if I try to defibrillate? 
 
No if someone is in cardiac arrest, in clinical terms they are already classed as 
dead, by using an AED you increase their chances of survival.  If a person is 
NOT in cardiac arrest the unit will not administer a shock. 



Performing a rescue (taken from 
the AED instruction sheet): 
 

Broadwater reminders: 

Is the patient responsive? Shake them, talk to them, if not respon-
sive 
 

Call the emergency services Remember at Broadwater there is a bar-
rier and long drive and it is not always 
easy to find, send someone to the road 
to greet the emergency services.  They 
may not have local knowledge 
 

Get the AED Orange box next to the first aid kit 

Place the unit on the ground and 
open the lid 

The unit switches on when the lid is 
opened.  Make sure the casualty is not 
lying in water 
 

Remove clothing to expose the 
chest 

Use scissors or a knife if necessary. 
Some bras have wire in them and should 
be removed 
 

Attach pads The critical issue is that the pads attach 
properly.  Remember to dry the skin if 
wet.  Instructions are on the pads which 
are in the lid of the unit and connected by 
wires 
 

Do not touch the patient Once the pads are attached the AED as-
sesses the cardiac rhythm 
 

The AED will deliver a shock if re-
quired 
 

This may be repeated listen to prompts 

Place the CPR unit Once shocks have worked, unit will 
prompt 
 

Follow AED prompts AED will monitor depth and frequency 

If instructed give breaths If required a CPR mask should be in the 
first aid kit 
 



WINTER IS COMING 
 

Will we even notice the passing of summer and arrival of winter!  Maybe we 
will it might even get less rain! 
 
Over the last few winters we have had burst water pipes in the clubhouse.  
The water supply at Broadwater is from a 30 metre borehole. The water is 
pumped from this depth by an electric pump which starts on demand, i.e. 
when you open a tap.  Although we have filtration and an ultra violet filter unit 
it is still recommended that the water from the taps is boiled before drinking.  
Due to the recent burst pipes steps have been taken to ensure that we do not 
get a repeat this winter.  We have re-routed some of the water pipes so that 
there are now none in the roof space.  The pipe work is now all below the ceil-
ing and we have frost protection heaters in both of the changing rooms.  The 
water pump has been fitted with a timer switch so that in the event of a burst 
pipe there will be no water pressure to flood the clubhouse.  This timer has 
been set to permanent “on” during the summer but has now been set to timer 
mode.  The timer switch is in the gents’ changing room next to the sink.  See 
below for the instructions: - 

•     If the blue light is showing then the timer is OFF 

•     Press the switch to select ON (the blue light will go out and the pump 
now works on demand) 

•     The timer will run for two hours and then the pump will go OFF and 
the blue light will show again 

•     At any time the switch can be pressed and the two hour cycle will start 
again 

•     If the pump needs to be switched off for any reason press and hold 
the switch for 4 to 5 seconds, the red light will flash and the pump will 
shut down one minute later 

 

To ensure that the water pump does not reach its two hour limit and shut 
down while the clubhouse is occupied I suggest all our male members give 
the switch a press whenever washing their hands at the sink.  
 

The fan heater in the ladies’ changing room has the same type of timer and 
can be selected as described above. 
 

The main clubhouse heating has also been changed.  The gas fires had 
reached the end of their useful life, as the internal fume scrubbers were full. 
These fires have now been removed and replaced with electric convector 

heaters with fan boost.  By the time you are reading this article we will have 
some type of timers fitted to these fires, but as good practice if you are the last 
to leave please ensure that the fires are off, including the gas fire in the gents’ 
changing room. 
 

Brian Deacon 



INTER-CLUB OPEN REGATTA  3rd November 2012  
 
Held at HOAC by Queensmead Sailing Club 
 
This is the second year of the Inter-club open regatta between members of 
Broadwater Sailing Club, Queensmead Sailing Club based at HOAC 
(Hillingdon Outdoor Activities Centre) and Rickmansworth Sailing Club, the 
purpose of which is to promote friendly competition between the dinghy racing 
clubs.  The Broadwater team won the trophy last year and were hoping to re-
tain it this year. 
 
The first of the series of three events took place at Broadwater Sailing Club on 
15th July 2012.  There were 21 entrants, 8 of whom were visitors, 4 from 
Queensmead SC and 4 from Rickmansworth SC.  Graham Darvill and Myke 
Bowers in Albacore 7505 came first, Greg and I were second in Enterprise 
22569 and David and Sandra Wilson were third in Graduate 3010.  C. Merry in 
Laser 197907 was the first of the visitors in 6th place.  P. Johnson in Solo 4190 
was the first Rickmansworth boat in 10th place. 
 
Unfortunately the event due to be held at Rickmansworth Sailing Club on 15th 
October had to be cancelled because of weed so the meeting at HOAC was 
the final event of the series.  11 boats took part in the regatta.  Broadwater 
fielded a team of 4 boats: Graham Darvill and Myke Bowers in their Albacore, 
Brian Deacon in his Phantom, David and Sandra Wilson in their new Graduate 
and Greg and I in our Enterprise.  There was one visitor from Rickmansworth 
and 6 home boats.  It was clear from the start that sailing was not going to be 
easy.  The wind was variable both in terms of strength and direction, but 
mainly blowing across the shortest part of the lake.  This made setting a 
course very difficult for the race officer.  Under the trees, there might be no 
wind at all or a sudden blast of wind nearing the top end of Force 3 making the 
conditions very hard to read.  Graham and Myke soon got into their stride 
though and led from beginning to end of this race.  Greg and I took a bit longer 
to get started but we eventually took second place.  In third place was Calvin 
Merry from Queensmead in his Laser. 
 
The second race was even more tricky than the first.  The race officer set an 
Olympic course in one corner of an already small lake.  There was plenty of 
tacking and gybing in close proximity to other boats, one of which was an in-
timidatingly large catamaran.  I got very confused about whether we were on 
the triangle or sausage but somehow Greg kept track.  Once again, Graham 
and Myke were first, we were second and Calvin Merry from the home club 
was again in third place. 
 
It was gratifying to hear our boat referred to as “the posh Enterprise” but Greg 
and I had to get our boat home and get ready for the evening bonfire.  Gra-



ham had already won but there was a chance that Calvin Merry might take 
second place overall if he could win the third race.  Nevertheless, we left our 
fate in the hands of our fellow team members who did not let us down.  It was 
back to a more conventional course and the winds were lighter.  Dave and 
Sandra Wilson just pipped Graham to the post, giving them first in the final 
race and third place overall, pushing Calvin into 4th place overall.  Graham and 
Myke were first overall and Greg and I were second overall, meaning that we 
were able to retain the trophy.  A comprehensive victory for Team Broadwater! 
 
The home club made us feel very welcome and we would like to thank them 
for hosting this event. 
 
Pam Hart  

BROADWATER SAILING CLUB - THE EARLY DAYS 
 
After celebrating the  40th year of the club’s existence I thought it might be in-
teresting to remind members of the origins of the club. 
Editor  
  
The birth of Broadwater Sailing Club came about by the efforts of one man, 
David Trusler, a resident of Pinner.  Following an unsuccessful attempt to find 
a club that would allow any class of boat and was not dedicated to racing, 
David decided that the only answer was to start a club that would meet his 
own requirements.  To achieve this he examined maps of the north west of 
outer London and checked out every likely looking piece of water.  Broadwater 
Pit was discovered, and the owners, Redlands Gravel, were sympathetic to 
the idea. 
 
David advertised his intention in various boating magazines of the day and 
invited anyone interested to write to him giving some indication as to how 
much they would be prepared to pay to join such a club.   
 
David received over sixty replies to his letter and this encouraged him to take 
his ideas further.  After successful negotiations with Redlands, including a visit 
to their head office in Knebworth, and a day spent on the lake in his beloved 
Tideway dinghy ‘Duckling’ taking soundings and together with David Polding 
making a rough chart, David felt that he had enough agreement and informa-
tion to call a public meeting, present the facts to those interested, and deter-
mine if in fact there was support to start a club. 
 
Despite it being a cold night the meeting at Northwood Hills was well attended.  
Over 60 replies had been received by David and such was the interest that 
eventually at the end of the meeting many people queued up by the stage to 
write and give their cheques for £15.  Broadwater Sailing Club was born that 
night. 



 
the first club officers were: 
 

Commodore,     Dennis Webzell 
 
Treasurer,         Reg Moore 
 
Secretary,         David Trusler 

 
The basis upon which the club was founded was that almost any sort of mono-
hull dinghy up to a length limit to be determined by the committee could be 
sailed, no formal racing would be organised, and the club would not seek to 
affiliate to the Royal Yachting Association.  In effect the club was essentially 
for families with children or adults who just wanted to potter and not be har-
assed by racing fleets.  Catamarans were prohibited simply because it was 
thought that they would be too fast for the area of water available and al-
though over the years one or two were allowed by the committee, they have 
never really found favour at the club and when the last one left the committee 
decide not to admit any more to the club. 
 
David was particularly pleased by the formation and early development of 
Broadwater SC because almost everybody that he had spoken to who was 
involved with sailing, or claimed to know something of it, had told him that if 
the club did not race it could not survive, even if it could be formed in the first 
place which they considered most unlikely. 
 
The first sailing at the club took place on the Easter weekend of 1972, with 
Easter Sunday falling on the 2nd April, from a site on the eastern side of the 
lake with almost no facilities.  Dinghies were launched and recovered over a 
gravel beach that had been graded by Redlands into fairly gentle slope, but 
was very reminiscent of launching from a coastal beach.  There was a very 
amiable pioneering spirit among those early sailors and there was always help 
to launch and recover dinghies, just as long as one was not first to arrive or 
last to leave! 
 
Something that would amuse or perhaps horrify today’s Duty Officers was the 
task that fell to the afternoon officer, which was taking the club’s Porta Potty 
holding tank some way along the gravel bank, digging a pit and emptying and 
covering the contents.  The thinking was that waste would be suitably filtered 
by the gravel beds through which it permeated.  Some 40 years later one won-
ders what health and safety would have to say to that! 
 
Safety facilities in those early days comprised a small open motor launch pow-
ered by oars.  It was a pain to row but did sterling service gently patrolling the 
lake and helping anyone in need.  It must be recorded that there was no rac-



ing at that time and most members were cruising types or newcomers to sail-
ing who were quite content to come off the water whenever the weather took a 
turn for the worse.  Something that was unique to those early members was 
that, for the first year, sailing was allowed over the whole of the lake including 
the area which subsequently became the nature reserve.  Although that south-
ern end of the lake was very shallow in places and not ideal for sailing it was a 
most beautiful area which many members relished drifting through, enjoying 
the wildlife on the numerous small islands.  It was very reminiscent of Swal-
lows and Amazons and quite a few members were very disappointed to lose 
that sailing water when it became a prohibited area.  However in terms of pure 
space there was no permanent loss of water as the huge extension of the lake 
in later years, with vast amounts of gravel having been extracted, more than 
compensated for the loss. 
 
After some time the club was moved further south at the request of Redlands, 
the owners, to the site that was to become our home for more than ten years.  
This period with REG MOORE as Commodore saw the introduction of water, 
electricity and flush toilets.  A formal fenced dinghy park, launching ramps and 
pontoons together with a clubhouse, completed the transformation into a rec-
ognizable sailing club.  Various changes were imposed upon the club such as 
not being allowed to sail within a certain distance of the shore except in the 
immediate vicinity of the club premises and, as mentioned above, the most 
southern area of the lake was removed from our sailing area and was desig-
nated a nature reserve.  However these restrictions posed very few problems 
and members thought they were very lucky to have access to a large and very 
attractive area of water which was available for sailing all daylight hours, every 
day of the year. 
 
It was in this period that it became apparent that in the long term the club site 
would have to be moved yet again due to the constant desire to excavate 
gravel and a wise decision was made by the then treasurer, Neil Oughtred, to 
attempt to build up a surplus of capital against the day when we would move 
to a permanent location and would be faced with developing a new site and 
building a new clubhouse.  This policy was adopted by subsequent treasurers, 
and has proved to have been a major factor in allowing the club to develop the 
current site. 

More about the history of the club can be found on the website. 



 
Maylandsea Bay Sailing Club  

 

Sunset on the Blackwater 




